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But every night come out these envoys 

of beauty and light the universe with 

their admonishing smile.  

   Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1836

If the stars should appear one 

night in a thousand years, how 

would men believe and adore! é 



Visual images of the 
sky/óheavensô - as 

essential backstory 
to the protection of 

the Dark Sky

ÅContemplation of stars, planets and 
ΨǘƘŜƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΩ ŀǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
religions, philosophies, myths and 
legends

ÅAncient Greeks, medieval Europe,  
industrial age and our own times 
όaƛƭƪȅ ²ŀȅ ŀǎ ΨŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΩύ

ÅGrasping the complexities of the 
universe leading to scientific theories

ÅYet - science is removing astronomical 
phenomena from common sight 



Focus on our 
Galaxy ςǘƘŜ Ψaƛƭƪȅ ²ŀȅΩ

ΨThe Milky Way is no longer visible 
to one third of humanity -
including 60 percent of Europeans 
ŀƴŘ ул ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ

During a 1994 blackout, L.A. 
residents called 911 emergency 
number when they saw the Milky 
Way for the first time



World population and light pollution

Monaco -  less than one square mile,  pop 37,500



Familiarity with night sky: Babylonia,  Egypt

Sky goddess Nut (as óMilky Wayô)Boundary stone 

Babylonian c 1125-1104 BC



Greece é.
None of the accounts concerning the Universe 
would ever have been given if men had not 
seen the stars or the sun or the heaven. 
Χ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Χ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
¢ƛƳŜ Χ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
of the Universe.                 Plato, Timaeus, 47 A-B

Detail of Vase, late Geometric,c.750 BC

Asteria - Goddess of falling stars and night
5th century BC

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circa


Χ and Rome

Hadrian Silver Denarius (Pleiades) 

115-28, BNK,R.404 (BM)

óé that circle that shines forth 

among the stars which the 

Greeks call the Milky Wayô 

(Cicero)

Ancient settlements, Greece, Rome: rush lights, torches, oil lamps

Population Education - https://vimeo.com/130468614 

https://vimeo.com/130468614


Early 

medieval

Norse

Body-parts of the slaughtered Ymir óéthrown into the 

sky to make the sun and moon and stars and planetsô 

Poetic Edda, 13th century (from earlier tradition)



The Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, Ravenna - 425 S Apollinare in Classe Ravenna, 7th century
 

Judaeo-Christian - And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, 

and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also (Genesis I:16)



Judaeo-Christian art and architecture (from 12th century)

Monreale, Sicily God Creating the Universe, 1180s 
Hildegarde of Bingen, Six days of Creation 
Scivias 12th century



Population Education - https://vimeo.com/130468614 

https://vimeo.com/130468614


St Markôs Venice 
Ascension Dome

12th century 

óArc en cielô ï or Milky Way?



Via Lactea, Cod. Pal. germ. 832 

(1491) Heidelberg

Milky Way as Circle of Stars (12th century)      
Biblioteca Nacional de Espana, Madrid (A 16, fol 68v)



Thomas Cantipratensis, De Rerum Natura (c 1290) Valenciennes, Bibl. mun., ms. 0320, f. 194v



Matfré Ermengau of Béziers, 

Breviari d'Amour

Spain (Catalonia) 

last quarter of 14th century 

(British Library)



Bologna c.1383

Lat. 256, fol. Iv, Oxford, Bodleian Library

Macrobius, Commentary on Ciceroôs 

Dream of Scipio (meeting his 

ancestors in the óMilky Circleô)



Giotto, Arena Chapel, Padua,  1305



Padua 14th century

Chaucer (c1340-1400)

The Milky Way

óLo,ôquoth he, ócast up thine eye

See yonder, lo! the galaxie

The which men clepe the Milky Way

For it is white éô

Geneva, 1589



Sistine Chapel Ceiling with starry sky, c 1479-80 (ópre-Michelangeloô)

Originally painted brilliant blue with gold stars 



Dante, Divine Comedy Paradiso: I saw 
the lovely things the heavens hold and we 
came out to see once more the stars

Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet: Take 
him and cut him out in little stars/And he 
will make the face of heaven so fine/That 
all the world will be in love with night

Shakespeare, Julius Caesar: 
The fault, dear Brutus, 
is not in our stars, 
but in ourselves é

Old Sacristy San Lorenzo



Shakespeare, King Lear , (c. 1606) 

ÅThese late eclipses in the sun and moon 

 portend no good é (I, ii)

ÅIt is the stars above that govern us (IV iii)

ÅSmite flat the thick rotundity o' the world (III, ii) 

A Riddle:

The reason why the seven stars are no 

more than seven is a pretty reason. é 

Because they are not eight?  é

Yes, indeed. (I,v)


