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Sir Thomas Gresham (151G 79)

Sir Thomas Gresham,
1544 (aged 26)

Sir Thomas Gresham, Antonis Van
Dashorst, 1565-70 (aged 46-50)



Career

Father financier, Lord Mayor of London

L.ondon- - apprenticeship; Mercert
Attended Gonville (and Caius) College Cambridge

Employed on Business abroad (France, Flanders)

Royal agent for Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary |

Mainly overseas, especially Antwerp (Bourse) but also
Germany, France, Spaint and in London

Raised loans and negotiated interest for the Crown, saved
Crown ‘from bankruptcy by - appl

Continued under Elizabeth | (1558); association with
William Ceclil (Lord Burghley). Knighted in 1559

Expanded estates  I-n: Englrand
(begun 1565)






Gresham and Antwerp
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The Court of Queen Elizabeth

Tablecloth used at Banquet for Queen
Eli zabeth at Greshamés House,
23 January 1571 (Anne Bol eynos



Greshamos weal th (x 1

Bishopsgate Housecontents valued at £1,127 when died (1.12 million today)
Mayfield House& spent £7,553 (over 7.5 million today)

Rent rolls (1566f) Estates in East Anglia, Somerset, Sussex, Yorkshire,
Durham, Derbyshire and Cambridgeshire show income from land alone c
£2,500 a year (£2.5m)

Land for the Royal Exchange £3,532 (¢ £3.5 million in modern values, or mo
Tradecq for example, Cornish tin to Antwerp 1546 @ £2,500 (over 2.5 million)
Professor salaries £50 pa (weekly lectures)

Widow left with income from Royal Exchange (£751 5s) plus income from
estates (total £2,388 10s 6% d

Uncorroborated stories of the £15,000 pearl dissolved in a glass of wine to
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The Gresham Ship
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The Wil

THE LAST

W I L L

AND

TESTAMENT’ Will of Sir Thomas Gresham,
or | 20 May 1575

Sir THOMAS GRESHA M. (as published 1833)

LONDON:

PRINTED BY W.J. RUFFY, 20, BUDGE ROW, WATLING STREET.

M.DCCC.XXXIII,




The WIll: the Corporation

| Will and Dispose that one Moiety.. shall be unto the
Mayor and Commonal ty and
t he other to the Mercers
they and their Successors shall by any means or title f
hold or enjoy the same , they and their successors, sh
and distribute, to anasigstérationaintenance and
Finding Four persond yfm@mTymto be chosen,

nomi nated and appoi nted
the Lecture®nphinity, Astrononviusickand
Geometrye




The WIll: The Mercers

And as concerning thmaey@Disposed to the said
Wardens a@dmmonadithe Corporation of the
Mercers e | will and di s|
they or their successors shall by any Means or title hav
and hold and enjoy the same, that they and their succe
from Ti me to TIiI me shall (
Three Personse and their
to be chosen and ameetasrhdine Lectures of

Law Physicandrhetorighvithimynaow dwelling
House 1 n Bl shopsgate Str




The Terms

£50 each, paid at the Annunciation and Michaelmas
Charges of a Feast orDynner for the whole Company e
Use of his House, Gardens, Stables-and other Appurtenances
None to be chosen | f marri ed e

Shall have and enjoy the said Royal Exchange, Shops, Pawns,

Vaults, Houses and all other the Premisseswith the Appurtenances
forevere -and -t o -t he - [ nit-e narevérsmmlidog h ey
maintain and periorm the Payments, Charges, and other /lntents
and--meanings € as -they wilil il . ans wt
God . . Or et he default shall be I
eaf ore God

Also provision for alms houses andi for Relief or Poor persons and
Pri.soners I n.:.Hospital s, Pri sons e

And - T i na lFaigiul loving Wile Damme Anne Gresham, plus
r-el at i ves, - cousi ns -ecailtdeor debit s




Minutes of the Joint Grand | |t 7 =
Gresham Committee =7 : -
17 March 1596
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National Portrait Gallery

Later portraits

Statue on
Holborn viaduct
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Whittington and Gresham at
Guildhall Library

On Holborn viaduct



Vision and Mission

To ensure that a succession of persons should be appointed
as Professors to read Lectures in Divinity, Astronomy, Musick
and Geometry, and also Law, Physickand Rhetorick, for the
benefit of the Commonalty and Citizens of London, -
henceforth and so long as they or their successors shall by
any means or title have, and hold and enjoy the said Royal
Exchange, Shops, Pawns, Vaults, Houses and all other
Premisses- for ever

For our Honesties, Fames and good Report in this Transitory
World, and .. to the Profit of the Common -Weale, according
to the Pleasure and Will of Almighty Goad

The current mission Is to continue this, by providing free
public lectures of the highest possible standard, focussed on
the Gresham Professorships in key disciplines in-accordance
with the Vision of Sir Thomas Gresham as expressed in his
Will in 1575 T with free and open access



History of the College



